The Bridge-Builder

DISCOURSES

The Astatic Society held sts meetings at the courthouse every
Thursday evening at 7 p m The mantle of Presidentship fell on Sir
William Jones and m that capacity he gave annual dssxourses before the
members of the Society, in which we find abundant evidence of his
love of knowledge and a zeal for the promotion of it'. As he continued
to be the Founder-President of the Society till the day of his death m
1 794, we have eleven annual discourses in all.

Sn the first of these discourses, Jones presents the blueprint for the
activities of the Society. In a reminiscent mood, he first recapitulates
the circumstances that prompted hsm to plan the Society and its lines of
development. "It gave me inexpressible pleasure/' he says "to find
myself in the midst of so noble an amphitheatre, almost encircled by
the vast regions of Asia, which has ever been eteemed the nurse of
sciences, the inventress of delighful and useful arts. The scene of glorious
actions, fertile in the productions of human genius, abounding in natural
wonders, and infinitely diversified in the forms of religion and
government, in the laws, manners, customs, and languages, as well as
in the features and complexions, of men. i could not help remarking,
how important and extensive a field was yet unexplored, and how many
solid advantages unimproved./'1 These words clearly testify to the awe
and limitless love with which he approached Oriental studies. He
was confident that, though the Society should start humbly, it would, in
the fullness of time, grow into a mighty institution: * I may confidently
foretell that an institution so likely to afford entertainment, and convey
knowledge, to mankind, will advance to maturity by slow, yet certain,
degrees; as the Royal Society, which at first was only a meeting of a
few literary friends at Oxford, rose gradually to the splendid zenith, at
which a Halley was their secretary and a Newton their president/'2 The
only boundaries were the geographical limits of Asia, and so the Society
took into its purview all the various branches of Knowledge pertaining
to this territory: 'Man and Nature; whatever is performed by the one,
or produced by the other/3

1   "Sir William Jones' Works", Vol III, p.2
3  Ibid, p 3
3  lbidfp.5
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